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ONTARIO SELECTS SCI GAMES.  The Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation has identified Scientific Games as the “preferred supplier” for its online lottery terminals and software.

OLGC currently has a network of 7,800 terminals, which will be replaced by Sci Games EXTREMA-M.  The terminal design is being customized to operate on the new high-speed Internet-based network that OLGC plans to implement.  The contract, subject to execution, has an estimated value of $47 million.

TEXAS SECURITY CHIEF WANTED.  The Texas Lottery is looking for a new Security Director.  

The position reports directly to the Director.  A college degree or equivalent experience required, along with five years of experience, two years of senior management  and must be TCLEOSE certifiable. For more information contact the Texas Lottery Commission at (512)344-5333 or 1-800-395-5627 or www.txlottery.org.  Deadline for submitting application is December 7.  So hurry.  Austin is a wonderful town.  Position number is 110401.  

CAMELOT SIX-MONTH UPDATE.  Good news and bad news.  First, Camelot reports that they will make their goal of providing 10.5 million pounds and in fact, that will be 11 billion pounds, to the National Lottery Distribution Fund by the end of its interim license period.  Instant sales are up 6.8 percent.  On the other side, profits were down during the half-year by 27.3 percent, with sales down 5.4 percent.  Plans for the new license period, starting January 26, include 300 new hires and developing new ways to play including interactive and the Internet.  They have also rolled out 17,000 of the 25,000 new terminals.  The drop in sales was attributed to business disruptions during the bid process.  Camelot says they will not announce a good deeds target during the next license period.

SOUTH CAROLINA ROLLING ALONG.  Retailers are being licensed, with some debate as to allowing pawn shops to sell.   Slogan’s “Just Plain Fun”  and the less grammatically correct  “Just Play’n Fun.” were submitted with “Just Plain Fun” being selected. Ads will start to run December 17.  

WORKING MILLIONAIRES.  The Wisconsin Lottery has a Millionaire’s Club, but it’s not for players, it’s for retailers who have generated a million or more toward state property tax relief through lottery sales.  Just added 69 new locations to the ever growing club of 96 corporate chains and 301 store locations.

DRAW RIGGED IN THAILAND.  Thailand’s Prime Minister and authorities said yes, the Government’s Lottery draw was rigged last June 1.  The culprits are allegedly connected to the illegal lottery which uses the same numbers as the official draw.  Several are in custody, and others are being questioned, but reports that government officials were involved are not true says a government spokesperson.  However, a police chief says that is not so and yes, insiders were involved.  Anyway.  How did they do it?  Seems they put some kind of luminescent chemical  on the balls they wanted to be winners.  The Anti-Money Laundering Office said they will freeze the assets of those being accused.  The Scientific Crime Detection Division said they couldn’t find any chemical residue on the balls but believe they were cleaned.  Sounds like a movie plot to me.  

NIELSEN TO DO LOTTERY ADS.  Ohio Lottery commercials will soon feature well-known  actor Leslie Nielson.  In Nebraska the star will be a man named “Fate.”  In South Carolina, the star will be a big yellow bus traveling the State.

BIGGEST JACKPOT EVER IN HUNGARY.  The largest jackpot ever, in Hungary, $3.88 million, went to a single winner after a 19 week run supposedly played by 9.5 million of the country’s 10.2 population.  The Lottery reported that the jackpot amount was the equivalent of the average worker’s salary for 916 years.

NEW JERSEY GOES COUNTRY.  The New Jersey Lottery will take the cities to the country with MDI’s CMT/Country Music Television game, a $30,000 top prize, and 2000 merchandise prizes in a second chance bonus.

eLOTTERY GRANTED PATENT.  eLottery has received its patent for selling state online lottery tickets on the Internet.  The patent application covers specifics on age and border controls, subscription sales, prepaid card strategies and direct sales on the Internet.  For a complete look go to <http://www.uspto.gov/>www.USPTO.gov.  The patent no. is #6,322,446.  eLottery also have foreign patent applications filed and pending in Canada and Europe.

ESSEL ENTERS THE INDUSTRY.  Out of India:  The Essel Group through its subsidiary, Playwin Infravest Pvt. Ltd., has been licensed to operate two new state lotteries in India.  They expect to launch in the first quarter of next year anticipating 5000 terminals in 200 cities.  The Company will invest $62 million and will guarantee to the government, over the seven-year contract period, $208 million in revenue from the Karnataka lottery and $146 million from Sikkim. Operator Playwin’s tech partner is International Lottery & Totalizator (ILTS) and have hired Ernst & Young for audits and validation.  Playwin has also applied for two more licenses.  The weekly draw games will feature a $833,000 jackpot and 47 percent will be allocated to prizes.   Offline sales in India are currently $10 billion.

GTECH GETS NEW CONTRACT IN KANSAS.  The Kansas Lottery has signed a new six-year a contract with GTECH for facilities management, equipment and services, starting July 1, 2002.  The Kansas Lottery has been a GTECH customer for 14 years and the estimated value of the new contract is $35 million.

SCI GAMES EXTENDED IN CONNECTICUT.  The Connecticut Lottery Corp has exercised all of its five one-year options with Scientific Games, up until May 2008.  Sci Games will install its customized Games Management System.  The extension value is estimated at $46 million.

NEW JERSEY AWARDS POLLARD.  The New Jersey Lottery has awarded Pollard Banknote a five-year contract as its primary instant supplier.  The contract has two one-year extensions.  With the extensions, valued at $56 million.  Pollard has supplied the Lottery since 1996.

ETI MERGER.  An  E-CHANNELS  and  Canada’s Expertise Technology Innovation (ETI) have announced they will merge ETI with an E-CHANNELS subsidiary, and upon approvals, the new operation will be known as ETI.

WAITING FOR FTC.  International Game Technology (IGT) and Anchor Gaming are waiting for a final approval, which has taken longer than usual, of the $1.3 billion buyout deal from the Federal Trade Commission.  The Securities and Trade Commission has already given its okay and both companies have scheduled shareholder meetings on December 18.

NOT GOING TO HAPPEN.  Malaysia.  Berjaya Sports Toto says they are not planning a merger with Malaysia’s numbers game operator Magnum.

CANADIANS SUPPORT GAMING.  A Leger Marketing Poll on gaming was done in Canada with the survey showing 78.9 percent of Canadians have gambled.  Lotteries came in as number one in popularity.  Of those surveyed, 61.7 percent had played something in the last month and of that number 2.4 percent thought they may have a gambling problem.  The highest percentage of players, at 83.7 percent, were found in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

LOTTERY PUSH IN OKLAHOMA.  Support is lining up in Oklahoma through a just formed Citizens for a Better Oklahoma that will organize a petition drive.  The groups says they will need $1.5 million and are estimating a lottery will sell $200 million with profits of $80 million going to various education initiatives.  However, the group has only estimated $20 million (10 percent) for administration.  In 1994, a lottery referendum was shot down by 60 percent of the vote, but times have changed they say and recent polls have shown support of just over 60 percent. 

FEDERAL OK FOR NM COMPACTS.  The Interior Department has approved the gambling compacts between New Mexico the the 10 tribes  operating casinos in the State.  It’s reported that the casinos will provide $90 million to the State this year and $25 million a year through 2015.  

NEW JERSEY INTERNET BILL TABLED.  The legislation that would enable Atlantic City casinos to offer real-time card table games over the Internet has been tabled in Committee after its first hearing and a demonstration.  All done for this session which ends January 15, and with lots of bigger problems, some confusion as to the impact

and a new Governor on the horizon, could take some time to get the momentum up and going again

CHINESE SOCCER LOTTERY SCORES A WIN.  Looks like the soccer winner in China is the Soccer Lottery.  The first round drew about $2.5 million in sales with a two-tier prize system.  In this first round 42 players split the just over $600,000 first prize.  In the second round, sales were up over $5 million with one winner taking the first prize.

ADS UP IN UK.  Gaming operators have picked up their advertising more than 50 percent in the United Kingdom over the past year.

KENO TEST IN ENGLAND.  Australian company Jupiters is doing a three-month Keno pilot in 30 Stanley Leisure shops in England.

TOURISM TICKET IN KOREA.  A special ticket in Korea.  For the tourists and promoting tourism.

DID YOU KNOW?  Well, yes you do, but what is telling are the numbers, 44 states are anticipating revenue levels to drop in 2002.  Six of those states are considering expanding gaming to help with the problem.  New York, of course, already has 

MAKE MY DAY, PLEASE.  Send your Morning Report news to Sharon Sharp.  Phone (312) 649-6577; Fax (312) 649-9863;  Email:  pgrinst@aol.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SMART-TECH 2002

February 3-6, Ritz Carlton, Atlanta

Co-hosted by the Georgia Lottery Corporation
ILAC CONGRESS 2002

April 6-9, Hilton Cancun & Golf, Cancun, Mexico

Co-hosted by the National Lottery of Mexico

INTERNATIONAL LOTTERY EXPO 2002

August 1-4, Loews Miami Beach

Co-hosted by the Florida Lottery

ADVANCE SCOOP!  You can now read  Public Gaming International Magazine about a week before printed copies are available by downloading it from PGRI’s web site: www.publicgaming.org.  Send your request for download availability notices to publicgam@aol.com.

