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From 1969 to 1988 David Ezell was the orchestra director for 
Charleston School District #20, the urban core of Charleston, S. C.
The schools of the district served primarilay African-American students,
The students and the community showed Mr. Ezell a rich culture that he 
had been unaware of before having the opportunity to live and work in
Charleston. 

These Jazz Impressions were written during the 1970's and compiled into
a suite for performance in the 1980's. The idea for the title came from a 
book of piano pieces by Dave Brubeck, Jazz Impressions of New York. 
One of Brubeck's pieces is entitled "Spring in Central Park." Jazz Impressions 
of Charleston is dedicated to the students, parents, educators and community 
members that Mr. Ezell knew during his years in Charleston.

Gethsemane Baptist Church is located in the heart of the prosperous
African-American community in Charleston's northwest quadrant.
Rev. Willis Brown served as their pastor for 49 years. Next door to 
Gethsemane is New Israel Reformed Episcopal Church, where Mr. 
Ezell was the music director from 1983-88.

Hampton Park was built to be the site of a large exposition in the early 
20th century. Later it became a track for horse races, and is now a beautiful 
quiet garden with a lovely gazebo. A stroll through the park in the summer 
will be taken a leisurely pace because of the heat and humidity.

Tenth Avenue is a residential street. Many of the students in the District 
# 20 orchestra program lived in this neighborhood.

Sumter Street passes the campus of historic Burke High School, 
During the era before Brown vs. Board of Education, Burke was 
the only public high school serving African-Americans in the 
greater Charleston area. Sumter Street is also close to The Citadel, 
a military college  started in 1842 to ensure that the South had a 
supply of military officers in case of a war with the North.  Burke
was the home of the District #20 orchestra program during the 1980's.

To make this suite as easy as possible for beginning players, 
first and second endings, tempo markings, and key signatures 
found in the score have been omitted from the parts. 
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Jazz Impressions of Charleston

1. Gethsemane Baptist Church

© 2008 Heart Wind Music
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Jazz Impressions of Charleston

2. Summer in Hampton Park
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Jazz Impressions of Charleston

3. Tenth Avenue Tango
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Jazz Impressions of Charleston

4. Sumter Street Shuffle
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