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TEVEN TAFFEL WANTS you to
stop "ll]"l“l’f\.\'ilig vour footwear
fetish. “Men enjoy greatr shoes as
muich as women do; they just don't talk
about it." says Taffel, who recently opened
Leffot (www.leffot.com), a men's footwear
Boutique in Manhattan’s West Village.

I'he shop carries seven European brands

of handmade shoes (priced from $610 to
§1,315), including the first U.S. offer-
ings from English shoemaker Gaziano &
Girling and the French brand Aubercy.
Taffel, a fashion-industry veteran who
previously worked at Botrega Veneta and
Prada, serves customers himself and will

help design custom-order shoes. His shop

resembles a dining room, with a 14-foot-
long, solid-ash table sitting under a crystal
chandelier and displaying footwear like an
array of delectable treats. Chairs covered
in elegant white slipcovers are set against

the room’s walls. “[t’s meant o be invit-
ing,” Taffel says of the room’s decor, “bmt

masculine at the same tme.”

Leffot, in Manhattan's West Villuge, presents a tasteful selection of handmade shoes from seven European brands.,




i

s FronTRUNNERS =

Porsche makes quicker work of the Carrera, Ducati gets it write.

DIALING UP THE 9211

911" \uall-h.lr—nh.llu:u,l l'l('!-ll_\' scemingly

The Porsche

has not |.‘|1.ul!;.:-.'-.| since 1963, when the
first models rolled out of Stutegart.
Although they, too, look like their pre-
decessors, the 2009 Porsche 911 Carrera
and Carrera S (www.porsche.com) coupes
and cabriolets embody changes both
subtle and substantial. The headlights
and taillights now are LEDs, the from
air intakes are bigger, and the side mir-
rors have been revised for a larger field
of view. Maore significant are the altera-
l'il.'!nil [ (&) lhf l';lr\. I'I'Il;'ﬁ.'l'la"il.—.'llﬂ_ _%. llifl.‘ﬂ'l
fucl-injection system—~first seen in last
year's Cayenne models—pushes the Car-
rera’s 3.6-liter engine to 345 hp and the
Carrera 8' 3.8-liter motor to 385 hp (an
increase of 20 hp and 30 hp, respectively).
Paired with an optional 7-speed, dual-
clutch transmission in the Carrera S, the
!:r[l‘f l.'n!.".il'll' hl.'!l"‘\ li'li_' car ili'hit'h starts
at $86,200) accelerate from zero to &0
mph in 4.1 seconds and reach a top speed
of 188 mph. . . .

Porsche's 911 Carrera S and

Aquilu’s Ducatl Corse pens.

ROBE REPORT SEPTEMBER 2008

BIKEWRITER * The Ducati Corse (www
.aquilabrands.com) is a limited-cdition pen
made by an Italian brand, named for an
ltalian motorcycle marque, and inspired
|'|_\- the feats of a young Australian. That
Aussie is 22-year-old Casey Stoner, the cur-
rent MotoGP champion, who won the title
while ri;lillg an 800cce Ducatl Desmosedici
racing prototype “The pen drawe inspira-
tion from elements of the Ducati bike—
in particular, the piston and the paineg,”
says Giuseppe Aquila, CEO of the pen's
maker, Aquila Brands. Indeed, hidden in
the barrel, nib holder, and blind cap are
tiny model pistons, and the pen’s fiery-red
paint is exactly the same as that used on the
racing bikes. The nib of the fountain pen
and the eaps of both the fountain and roller-
ball models are engraved with MotoGP"s
lavrel-wreath logo; the Ducari logo appears
on both the barrel and the clip of the pen.
_'\qllil:l Brands has |\rnd||rrrr| S fowmntaim
pens (81,400) and 500 roller-ball models
($850). They are available in gold or silver

finish, and each is numbered. However,

number 27 is not available for purchase:
Ilt ﬂlmﬂd:' bl.'lu[l.g: (18] Sl{‘lll.'r. \“}l']‘-l‘ r.ll':i:llg

bib bears that numeral. . . .

VIVA RIVA

selected this month’s Cannes International

Italian boath

Boat Show as the setting for the launch
of the Riva 92' Duchessa (www.riva-yvacht
com). The Duchessa model spores a dis-
tinctive fiberglass-topped fAybridge and
.\trikiug exterior lines——elements ilnp]c—
mented by the team ac Officina Italiana
Design, which longtime Riva designer
Mauro Micheli and his business partner,
Sergio Berera, founded in 1994, " For us it
is important to give to cach boat an indi-
vidual character,” notes Beretta. “But it is
also important that they are recognizable
as part of the Riva l-unlily." The Duchessa
has four guest cabins and three crew cab-
ins, and rwo 2,211 hp engines provide the
boat with a range of 415 miles and a top
speed of more than 33 mph. Orders for the
roughly $11 million vache are filled through

the end of next vear. . . .
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A new Hawker takes flight, an Adirondack resort rises from the ashes. . .

HIGHLY ANTICIPATED

will not begin deliveries until 2010,

]'lluup;ll it

Hawker Beecheraft already has received
more than 70 orders for the next model in
its line of light business jets, the Premier |l
{www, hawkerbeecheraft.com). The fuse-
lage of the $7.4 million aircraft, which is

made of a lightweight compaosine, will

From THE Rope CELLAR

N THE LATE 1960s and early 1970s,

when Robert Drouhin—then head of

Joseph Drouhin, one of Burgundy’s
most prestigions domaines—became
interested in expanding the family's pro-
duction to Chablis, the Vaudésir appella-
tion suffered from neglect that had begun
with the French phylloxera epidemic of the
late 19th century. Today, after investment
and renovation, the Drouhin parcel in
Vaudesir is planted with 30-yvear-old Char-
donnay vines thar extract from the ealear-
eous soil lovely mineral notes, while the
vineyard's exposure imbues the wines with
a pleasing roundness. The Joseph Drouhin
Chablis-Vaudésir Grand Cru 2006 glows as
vellow-green as a peridot, while its nose
offers scents of jasmine, kiwi, and banana.
The palate adds a wouch of stewed rhubarb

ROBE REPORT SEPTE
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make it one of the most durable and
efficient jers in the Wichita, Kan., com-
pany’s fleet. Twin wrbofan engines will
CATTY SIX passéngers to a cruising speed of
535 mph and a maximum altitude of
45,000 feet. The Premier 11 will have a
range of about 1,700 miles and a time-to-

climb of 14 minutes—a three-minute

and caramel, before the Ainish dissolves into

cool mineral. ($83) www.drouhin.com

i|u|11'u'.c'un~nr OvVeEr 1s prnln'vnm. the
Premier [A. A Rockwell Collins Pro
Line 21 avionics suite will enable \il:gh.'—

pilot operation. . . .

ADIRONDACK RENAISSANCE A
2005 fire destroyed the circa-1882 Lake
Placid LU'J;','.' 1“'\'\-'Uh.|.|Ll:[.1|.n1-l."lnl|.;t'.|.‘i.'|l11h
but the Adirondack Mountains landmark
has been rebuile, and the resort is reopen=
i|1|:; s matn |ndgu this month, The new
structure retains the original’s rustic charm,
with heldstone ﬁrup!.u'.'\_ 5'1'1““,'\1 beams,
and log-and-twig furniture throughout.
Suites, however, are now much larger than
lh.L'il' were, a llll L"-I.l'l] ]Tﬂ.\ IlI\ oWwWn I'l'l'\-'l'rL‘[i
porch. The setting is as pristine as ever, nes-
tled on the water’s edge amid pines and hik-
ing trails m upstare New York. Guests in the
lodge's restaurant enjoy views of Lake Placid
and Whiteface Mountain while dining on
local fish and game. The resort has added a
J4-toot mahogany Hacker-Craft to its fleet
of boats, which -.Llrs‘.uh..' mcladed a pontoon

for evening cockeail cruises.

Fine wines & spirits wort h_\' uj- a pim‘(’ in your private collection.

tannins. Mount Veeder, the most potent of
the lot, combines dense black fruit, intense

minerality, and massive tannins wrapped

WINEMAKER Chris Carpenter has for | in a velvery texture. Though intrigued by

some time contemplated adding a fourth
wine to the trio of single-vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignons that define s
Napa Valley's Lokoya label. His
creations are admired among
collectors with a taste for con=
centrated, muscular, dark Cab-
ernets that express the styles
of their mountain appella-
tions. The Diamond Moun-
tain vineyard, for example,
tends toward an accessible
fruit profile, while Howell

Mountain is more ctmnpli.:x*

with pronounced yet supple
Chiagg g mistt

A

Lol Gloeeber

the Spring Mountain appellation, Carpen-

ter wondered if its softer take on

Cabernet would t'tunplcllu‘.nt the
other Lokoyas. His experiments
with a grower on Spring Moun-
tain, however, paid off in the
\ 2005 vintage. The Lokoya Spring
| Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
2005 is a wine of grear finesse
and presence, with a nose of
rose petals, cherry blossoms,
and coﬂk‘c, and a p;l;lu that
ranges from black cherry and
red currant to creamy toflfee.
(8200) www.lokoya.com
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“Van Cleel & Arpels

Lady Arpels Fairy

Poetic Complication Animated Fairy Retrograde mechanical movement
Set in white gold with 3 carats DEF-VVS diamonds  Blue enamel guilloché dial

AMERICANA MANHASSET 516-627-4947

wrw vancleel-orpels.com < 877 VAM-CLEEF
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Rough stones meet refined fashion, a watch that can take a fall.

IN BARE FORM
Mina Rursdor’ (212.382.1243) scours the dia-

mond market for nonrraditional stones—

Jewelry designer

thin slices or rough rocks—ithat give her
pieces a modern look. “Organic-looking
El]':llllﬂlldﬁ ]l.'llll l!'IL'I'[IﬁL'I\'L'Zi Lo @ moare
casual jewelry scvle.” savs Runsdorf, who
was formerly an accessories designer for
severil fashion houses, including Ralph
Lavren. Her fashion background is appar-
ent i novel design concepts such as her
diamond fringe ring, which is composed
of about 51 small diamond beads artached
o concealed wires thar allow the stones
tor mowve back and forch, like the fringl' on
a dress. Runsdort started her husiness in
2005 by ereating custorm-made designs at
II‘.‘]‘ NL'\\' \".Jrk .\-[lldi.(' '4'I.I|1.F 1.}|L'l'l illl“liilll'illg
leer eponyimous collection of pieces, whiclh

range fromm about 53,000 to S3MLHIMN, | |

Nina Bunsderfs diomand fringe ring and Weler Genave's Tourhillon Big Date,

PFORT  SUrTEMBMER 2oos

SHOOCK ABSORBER As a publicity
stunt, earlv-2ihb-century watchmaker Paul
Woler vnee demenstraed the duralilicy of
his dmepicees by tossing one of them off the
Eiffel Tower. In che rusg--golrl W)I'|Er Geneve
Tourbillon Big Date {(www.asvlergeneve.com),
the newly relaunched Wyler Geneve Birm
has tripled the number of shock-resistane
swsrems char its namesake’s old warches
contaned. {(Nevertheless, the company has
no plans to make dramatic demonsiratdons
of the durability of the S1HL 20 Gmepicee.)
Wylers original design employved a Aexible
halance wheel—the amekeeping center of

the watch—with curved arms that acred

Tike springs, Wyler Genéve has incorporated
this tearure into all e new pieces, whach
alse sport an intricate 17-part case that
further dampens shocks. Wyler Geneve
movements, including that of dhe new
rourbillon, are suspended in titanium
:';lpﬂllru, which are themselves sand-
wiched in carbon-fiber composite
between the front and back plates of
the cases and supporred by springs.
BNE Concepr, creaters of the brand’s

taurhillon movement, added an even

IligilL"l' |1"\r".'] l!l- FH'ULL'C{J‘U[[ il\ I[li)ulllillg
the cage (containing the tmekeeping ele-
ment) onsprings instead of the usual stoue
bridges, These constructions give the tour-
billan an interesang, functional apprarance
that vou will appreciate, whether or i
vou choose to Hing the watch across the

e e
room to sec if they work, [H

coNTRIBUTOmRS: Brett Andercon,
.I"Iul'lrr'}' 5. Barnard, Brenr Bartereorik,
Erilea Heet, James 13 Malcolneeon, Panl
Meyers, Jessica Merrill, Jill Newanan

IGAR CONGLOMERATE Alradis

has augmented some of its top
brands with Cabinet Seleccién
blends, which are made with specially
selected and aged tobaccos. The Por Lar-
ranaga Cabinet Seleccion is the best of this
elite breed, offering a wonderfully smooth,
subtf}r spic}' taste, a fr{:sll, ﬁ)rusty nOse,
and a flavor that never bites. The leaves are
mostly of Nicaraguan origin, with a touch
of Honduran filler added for balance. The
rongh-looking wrapper does not particu-
larly please the eye, but the intricate blend
of tastes more than makes up for it. Five
sizes are available, the largest and most

satisfying of which is the 6 x 56 Toro shown

here. (87 each) www.altadisusa.com

THE MEW Andre Garcia Pack & Go cigar
case displays impeccable form and offers
Hawless function. A zippered section at
the bottom conceals a humidification ele-
ment; vents allow its moisture to reach the
cedar-lined cigar compartment. The zip-
pered section can also hold a lighter and a
cutter. The company says the leather that
covers the case is of the same grade as that
used m quur}' cars. The case can be crafted
to fit your preferred cigar size. (8250 o

8350} www.andregarciacases.com
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